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Prolegomeni del purismo fascista.

xenofobia linguistica e onomaturgia da d’annunzio al ventennio

Rocco Luigi Nichil
università del salento
Abstract – This paper clarifies the birth of fascist motto “Eia eia eia! Alalà!”, the brainchild of Gabriele D’Annunzio during the First World War as the motto of the then nascent Italian aviation. This – like other lexical creations of D'Annunzio – anticipates some lexical choices of Fascist purism, especially as regards the rejection of foreign words, which increasingly turns, over the years, in linguistic xenophobia. However, if the rejection of foreign words unites the purism of the Nineteenth century to that of the Fascist era, the solution separates the latter from the original model. The Fascist purism, in fact, goes as far the point of reinventing the lexicon, replacing the foreign words with rumors of new coinage, where the purists nineteenth-century  suggested to use Italian existing terms for replace the foreign words. Such choices overturn one of the key assumptions of the original purism, as they contribute to expand the Italian vocabulary with new words (or new meanings), where, on the contrary, the purists of the previous century wanted to ban, along with foreign words, even new words. From this point of view, the lexical inventions of D'Annunzio are a model of reference for the choices made during the Fascist regime.
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