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Abstract – This study aims to analyze differences and apparent similarities between two corpora of compliments elicited in two different Italian towns, Novara and Grottaglie.  After a short introduction on the linguistic act of compliment, there will be presented our corpora, consisting as a whole in 104 spontaneous compliment responses (CRs), collected by the author of this work by recording spontaneous conversations. The CRs have been categorized using the typologization proposed in Castagneto and Ravetto (in press). Unlike the other works in the literature on compliments, the goal of this analysis is not only to compare CRs among two different varieties of a language, but also it is to point out as a complex linguistic act like compliment cannot be understood  or interpreted without considering its role and function in a specific culture. So, a pragmatic comparison of the data hides the differences come to the surface when we look out the ethnolinguistic power of the compliment in Grottaglie, a dangerous act that can cast an evil-eye on the complimentee
