


 

BOOK REVIEW on: Gender, Protests and Political Change in Africa, edited by Awino Okech, Palgrave Macmillan,2020. 	Comment by Author: Please use the right template and formatting for the last round of revisions. Please send us a clean text within these limits of words and right template

Maximum length for the book review is 1000-1200 words, no more please.

In contemporary history, a number of countries aspiring for democracy and social justice including the recognition of gender and women’s rights have steadily used non-violent insurrections as a tool to challenge oppression from tyrannical governments. In this book, Awino Okech and the other authors explore ….n. erein, considering the fact that all regimes derive their legitimacy from citizens, popular uprisings should be understood by the right of people to make use of their soft power to create social change from the perspective of an intersectional, gender and rights based approach to inclusive development. In fact, in this book Awino Okech and her co-editors highlight social and political transformations that are taking place throughout African continent where armed conflicts yielded to different forms of state-society relationship and it is similar to the principal editor’s another book: ‘’Protest and Power: Gender, State and Society in Africa’’, which relates almost the same issues. With democratic transition occurred in the 1990s via the advent of multiparty politics, we have seen the formation of civil societies that constitute potential pawns as stated earlier for both ruling regimes and political opposition in contests conflict. Actually, one might we may understand the interest of the authors in these themes through their theoretical backgrounds in fields of connection with gender, feminism, activism, sexuality and the nation state in their manifestations in post-conflict societies. In other words, it appeared that many African societies have been shaped on the basis of male political and economic perspective by shrinking rights and freedom space to women. For decades after independencies, this involved non-action by the state on violence against women and gender non-conforming people. Consequently, women’s rights organizations and youth movements found a common objective to fight together against injustices since the latter is also seen as a victim of an authoritarian regime. , especially when to it comes to changing the way to analyse and put in practice the outcomes of the African studies conducted by young African scholars.In this book, Herein, gender’s  issues disappearance in discourses on the youth-hood, protests and socio-political change in Africa areis explored as an essential tool for contestation supposedly to lead to social development and political change in African (????) states. In this framework, it is possible to t we think that the collective action between youth and gender for social justice and development through the means of protests is obviously commendable since such a scientific literary approach has been rarelynot very often carried out in the field of social sciences. As the new generation of activists is aware of the importance of gender freedom and rights in outshining the old generation of movements, the in-depth patriarchal roots lose some strengths.  Though, this approach still presents certain weaknesses like the critical threat of co-option of youth including women and other gendered categories by political parties or governments. More clearly, in the Sub-saharan countries such as Senegal, African youth movements and especially students’ protests have been criticised for being manipulated by political opposition parties in order to transform them into real opponents to governmental system….  In addition to this, the authors did do mention patriarchy as a crucial cause of gender and women injustice but they missed to explore other potential ways onnot explain how to deconstruct the patriarchal structures that have been encouraging the practices which still prevent gender from accessing certain rights or being free of all form of violence. How can we deal with this threat of instrumentalization of youth and foster most appropriate social structures for women for more equitable social justice and harmonious development desired by every citizen by including gender issues? This task may be difficult to examine but it deserves to be approached. 	Comment by Author: THIS IS THE KEY PART OF THE BOOK I SUPPOSE. I would start highlighting this. But please, rephrase the sentence to give more clarity	Comment by Author: Here’s the clarifications.	Comment by Author: I see your point, but it is not clear. Gender can be also “male” I suppose, and I think that here you might want to say “women”. So, is it youth and women? (by the way, the category of “youth” also include female components.	Comment by Author: What do you mean by new generation activists or old generation activists? Is it your argument or the authors? 	Comment by Author: This is an argument uttered by the authors.	Comment by Author: What approach?	Comment by Author: Political regimes and political parties can still corrupt young people by offering them positions and in counterpart they accept to jeopardize the protests against the authoritarian system.



               Despite the fact that each chapter has its own approach on the overall issue of youth-gender relationship towards social change and development, the collective objective seems to bring to the fore the relevant roles, practices, accomplishments and potential inputs of youth and gender within the social change process in Africa through their protests against governments. Throughout the book, one might figure out that youth-hood is considered as a useful tool to understand the form and the actual nature of feminist protest action over Africa and even beyond. Indeed, the protest action has been seen as the central element capable to produce socio-political al change through a well and strong organized civil society knowing that the latter is composed not only of men but also of women and other gendered categories. All along the book, tThe authors layy out the nature and the effects of feminist transformational action on the social shift across Africa through notably student movements against authoritarian regimes. As Wadeisor Rukato arguesd, these movements have been are decisive in changing political bases of power in countries like Senegal, Ethiopia, Tunisia, Uganda, Tanzania, Sudan or South Africa. Especially, in South Africa, these protests have been more meaningful in the sense that black women and non-binary people like other non-conforming genders had to struggle not only for collective civil rights along with men but also for their own inherent rights within a constraining and marginalizing environment. South African women’s movements began along with the struggle against apartheid and colonialism. As result of this, Fallism emerged as a social and collective contemporary movements launched by students using the “Must Fall” hashtag. These protests have been first organized in the purpose to put an end to a colonialized education system in the country that was disadvantageous for black people. Thanks to this movement, Fallist feminists demonstrated that colonialism has been historically reductionist on gender issues by constructing racist, patriarchal and heteronormative knowledges within the society. The female figures of protests in South Africa like Ndlovu, Sara Mukwebo and Lerato Motaung have used digital means by releasing nude pictures of themselves to cease violence against students by the police. Similarly in Egypt, the famous blogger and human rights activist Aliaa Magda Elmahdy publicly showed a nude picture of herself to draw attention to issues in relation with violence, racism, sexism, sexual harassment undergone by women in a Muslim society what results in the fall of Hosni Mubarak’s regime. The same method of protests has been performed in Uganda through Stella Nyanzi, a feminist fighting for women’s rights who used nude protests to resolve her labour grievances with her male superiors at work, as she knows that women’s nudity has been considered as a historical weapon to challenge state power which is deeply based on patriarchal philosophy. She was also jailed after insulting the Ugandan President over social media in the purpose to fulminate state inaction towards women’s conditions in the country. Likewise in some extent, one might we agree assert that, the extensive sexual violence seems to be a trigger allowing women in countries like Egypt and Tunisia to stand for their rights and gain some power in socio-political arena thanks to the arabArab spring revolution and this constitutes a strong point of argument for the overall argument- in the book. However, today we it is possible to n notice a significant decline of gender equality and women backdrop in structures of power in those countries where the revolution took place. Although, many of those regimes claim to making efforts in favour of women, we one might see that the number of women in governments is still largely inferior to that of men. In Egypt, over 33 members of the government only 8 are women, in Algeria over 31 members only 6 are women and in Tunisia only 8 are women over 24. TIn other words, the outcomes of these protests have not been effective enough to sustainably impact in a long run women lives in a transformative societal perspective. InThough,  in some African countries, women’s protests and activism are that meaningful that they contributed to oust certain dictators like Oumar El Bashir, Abdel Aziz Bouteflika or Hosni Mubarak as stated by Sarah O. Nugdalla.  In the process of challenging autocratic regimes for socio-political change, youth-hood movements including students and feminist protests may be corrupted and manipulated for political parties ‘interests hence the co-optation of some men and women leaders of the protests. 	Comment by Author: .It is not clear to me whether the topic is the relationship between youth and gender, or whether the book deals with both youth issues and gender issues when talking about social change	Comment by Author: The book is talking about both youth and gender related issues and their mutual connections to induce socio-political change. 	Comment by Author: THAT’S GREAT! PLEASE SAY EXACTLY THIS IN THE TEXT	Comment by Author: Protests after the conflict? Or before? You might want to clarify whether the book describes post-conflict countries still troubled by protests, countries going towards conflicts, established democracies, fragile democracies …. What kind of African states are we talking about?	Comment by Author: Protests mostly took place in authoritarian regimes such as Tunisia, Ethiopia, Senegal, Sudan and exceptionally in established democracies like South Africa. 	Comment by Author: Please use present time not part time	Comment by Author: THIS APPROACH IS VERY GOOD: GATHERING TOGETHER GROUPS OF COUNTRIES WHERE WOMEN AND YOUTH MOVEMENTS HAVE SIMILAR EFFECTS. But please, could you better specify the similarities and (in terms of outputs, modes of action, results, etc.) differences by group of countries? 	Comment by Author: Better to use one term such as LGBTQI people	Comment by Author: Who agrees?	Comment by Author: This observation can be made through the understanding of some parts of  the book.	Comment by Author: In English, other forms are to be preferred, like … it is possible to note; one might note that …  (impersonal). If you use “we” it seems you are talking of you and someone else writing with you	Comment by Author: You’re right
                In our opinion, tThe main problem around co-optation is that once the leaders of protests either women or men are approached by governments or opposition for diverse reasons laying between personal interests and ethnic arrangements for power, consequently they become necessarily corrupted by the system. And many of them if not the totality, are forced to put away their convictions while political power through their channels would have served to establish well rooted and sustainable societal structures in the frame of social and political programmes which do not violate or overly less youth and especially gender rights. In the same vein, women’s protests are not effective at all even to oust some dictators with the hope to gain more equality as men. Because the way they are organized and construct their discourses are not effective enough to enhance change and this seems to be a weakness as well. Furthermore, when it happens that some dictators have been ousted from power like in the case of Robert Mugabe, it does not mean that the repressive regime has vanished instead it simply means that a new form of authoritarianism has been established. Whereas, we know that without infusing democratic values allowing civil societies, political opposition, freedoms, women and men may not achieve social change unless they rebel themselves taking arms, to perpetrate military coup which is not the solution since it does not guarantee the social and political stability necessary for change. 
                Moreover, One disadvantage of the book is that of its failure we need tto emphasize that, the question of deconstruction of patriarchal structures that must be understood as the ideal gateway to equate rights between women and men and integrate in our society new values, traditions and practices which do not violate women’s rights or relegate them as inferior to men. In order to do so, an oriented education towards young girls and boys to awake their awareness about these crucial issues may be a key to grow future African leaders that will break the patriarchal barriers. A young generation well educated and connected with worldwide diversities facilitated by media and technologies will be favourable to drastically reduce or drop anti-women-gender behaviours and even ethically equipped to turn down political parties or any other entities ‘proposals aiming at corrupting them to drop the protests. Similarly, a new approach based on a historical-critical method to deconstruct the patriarchy may be brought to the fore. This approach is suggested by Tthe book ‘’Des femmes et des Dieux’’ written by three women and religious leaders  Bahloul, Chinsky and Seyboldt who argue that suggests that onewe must take a historical distance to have a new perspective in order to construct new realities which are more in tune with our time. Indeed, this approach postulates the importance of distinguishing between what is divine and what is traditional concerning female issues.The role of women should be considerably increased in our thinking systems and in how we want to construct a harmonious future in terms of social change.  	Comment by Author: Our society or African Societies?	Comment by Author: Tell us more about this approach as this is an important argument 



As conclusion, it is relevant to mention that the book primarily points out the mediation and cooperation between youth-hood and gender within a context of a recalcitrant patriarchy where young men and women challenge state power by the means of protests for actual socio-political change. 
              As conclusion, it It is also crucial to notemention that, youth-gender protests and feminist activism may be a way to achieve several social and political goals against authoritarian regimes in Africa and even beyond as the book argued. Therefore, the authors suggested opportunities to embrace new conceptual views from a new generation of activists as drivers of societal transformation who strongly give attention to an understanding of gender freedom in their public commitment. However, there are some hindrances on the way of a real social change which are not negligible. Indeed, the threat of co-optation and corruption of youth and the necessity to deconstruct the patriarchal structures as described above represent critical issues to be examined deeply. As result, youth and gender may be obviously much keener to trigger and foster social and economic development patterns by reinforcing state-society relationship.
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