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ABSTRACT 

This article examines how the perceived US decline and unreliability, especially under the Trump administration, is influencing the security policy behaviour of Japan – one of America’s core allies in the Asia-Pacific. By applying Kuik’s conceptualisation of hedging, the discussion explores Tokyo’s responses to two major strategic uncertainties in the Asia-Pacific. These are associated, on the one hand, with the sustainability of the US security commitments, and, on the other, with future Chinese intentions, especially in the realm of maritime security. The article also assesses the impact of uncertainties on Japan’s conceptualisation of Asia-Pacific strategic order in the Trump era. 
	The article argues that the Trump-generated strategic uncertainties have intensified Japan’s long-standing concerns about the durability of America’s regional engagements thereby magnifying Japan’s China anxieties. This has stimulated a reconceptualisation of Japan’s vision of Asia-Pacific strategic order. While Japan now appears to have reluctantly accepted the prospect of a diminished American role in the region, or of a ‘post-US’ regional order, it has steadily resisted to consider a more prominent Chinese role in the evolving order.
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Her research expertise includes the international relations in the Asia-Pacific region with a special interest in geopolitics, security and multilateralism. She focuses, in particular, on Japanese and Chinese foreign policy in Asia, US alliances and alignments in Asia, as well regional security cooperation in Asia and EU-Asia relations. 

Elena Atanassova-Cornelis has authored and co-authored numerous academic articles, book chapters, briefing papers and reports covering various topics related to Asian-Pacific politics and security. She is regularly invited to deliver lectures and presentations at conferences, high-level expert meetings, and various universities in both Europe and Asia.
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