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[bookmark: _GoBack]Marat Iliyasov was born in a small Chechen town Samashki, which suffered a massacre of civilians during at the hand of the Russian troops during the First Russo-Chechen War of 1994-96. He gained his first degree in Political Science and International Relations from the Vilnius University in Lithuania in 2002. He continued his education in the same field and obtained his Master’s degree in the next two years from the same University. For a number of years he worked as a journalist for several Lithuanian newspapers. In 2011 he joined the newly introduced Master’s program of the Caucasus Studies at Ilia State University (Georgia). After the successful completion of it in 2013, he began his PhD at the University of St Andrews and obtained his degree in 2017. He is an author of several articles submitted to high profile academic journals and he also contributed to writing several books in Lithuania. His work is situated in a comparatively new discipline of Political Demogrpahy. He focuses on the Russo-Chechen conflict, which he analyses through the interplay between demography and identity.
