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April 15, 2020
Re: Cedeño, Bergson, Lardier, Forenza, Reid, and Garcia Reid’s’ submission to Community Psychology in Global Perspective
Dear Dr. Mannarini,
Attached you will find our manuscript entitled “Social Exclusion Among Urban Youth of Color in the Northeast United States: A Reflective View on Community Supportive Structures.” My coauthors and I would like to submit this manuscript to be considered for publication in Community Psychology in Global Perspective. The study was conducted following the ethical guidelines of the American Psychological Association. The paper contains original material, not submitted, in press, or published elsewhere in any form. Each author has contributed significantly to the work and agrees to the submission. There are no conflicts of interest regarding the paper.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We believe our manuscript is relevant to community practitioners and researchers interested in understanding how urban youth of color adjust to daily challenges within vulnerable societal contexts. This study fits the aims of your journal in that we focused on the challenges and opportunities urban youth face within their community setting, specifically we explored: 1) how youth of color understand and experience social exclusion in a large metropolitan area in the Northeast U.S, and 2) the pathways they used to navigate their life contexts. We believe our paper fits well within your aims because we contextualized our research within a social justice view, as we considered how empowerment factors such as bridging and bonding (e.g., mentoring), influenced youth toward positive outcomes. 
Our study relies on interviews with youth (M = 19.31; SD = 2.67) that represented 15 youth programs from a focal city in the Northeast U.S. with a total number of (N = 59) participants from nine focus groups. Using thematic analytic methodology, we uncovered that youth’s understanding of social exclusion were in line with the tenets of current social exclusion paradigms, where the concept is understood as a multidimensional phenomenon that limits life chances and socio-economic opportunities. Although youth were born into low socioeconomic conditions, they adapted to the acute stressors of social exclusion by seeking empowerment and social inclusion through relationships with mentors and community institutions. Overall, findings support the importance of policies that focus on social rights and creating community outlets targeted at youth of color. 
Our study relied a grant funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Drug Free Communities Grant (DFC) Initiative (Grant #SPO22019-01). I can be reached via phone (908-368-7614) or via email at (cedenod1@montclair.edu). Thank you for your consideration of our work.  We hope you find this work as interesting and important as we do. We look forward to receiving your feedback. 
Sincerely, 
[image: ]
Diana Cedeño, PhD 
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