Tuesday 4 February 2020
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Dr Terri Mannarini,
We wish to submit an original research article entitled “A Qualitative Evidence Synthesis of Refugee Patients’ and Professionals’ Perspectives on Mental Health Support” for consideration by Community Psychology in Global Perspective.
On behalf of all authors, I confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. Furthermore, there is no conflicts of interest to be disclosed. 
In this article, we report on a qualitative evidence synthesis we conducted, internationally identifying and analysing ten primary qualitative research studies on the experience of mental health support by refugee patients and their therapists. To our knowledge this is the second study of such kind in this field. We confirmed some of the earlier findings and identified several other helpful, ambivalent and hindering elements in the mental health support of refugee patients. The report shows, among other things, the importance of advocacy and a psycho-social approach for clients in a context of past and ongoing social, economic and political insecurity.
We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication in your journal as we expect the audience of Community Psychology in Global Perspective to be highly interested in improving the adequacy of mental health care for refugee patients. Furthermore, our research is a means to combine and interpret the increasing amount of individual qualitative studies on the experience of mental health support and is based on a transcultural cooperation, involving Brazilian and German researchers.
The word count of the manuscript is 6.247 words, excluding references and tables. We believe that the length of this manuscript is justified as it represents a qualitative meta-research that integrates the results of several qualitative studies and, through this, develops new themes and hypotheses. 
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to the primary researcher, Gesa Duden, at g.duden@zoho.com.
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Gesa Solveig Duden
