August 8, 2016 
Professor Terri Mannarini
Dipartimento di Storia, Società e Studi sull'uomo

Università del Salento

Dear Professor Mannarini, 

I write to submit a paper titled “Testing the Phrase Completion Response Option Format in a

Sociopolitical Control Scale for Youth” for publication consideration in Community Psychology in Global Perspective. 
The purpose of this paper is to report results of a study that was designed to test a measure of psychological empowerment among youth. Previous research on youth empowerment has relied on scales that use a Likert-type response option format, which has been subject to critique. We introduce a new format, phrase completion, which is a technique that has been proposed as an alternative to the Likert-type format. We tested the application of a phrase completion format in the Sociopolitical Control Scale for Youth with data from a convenience sample of high school students from an economically disadvantaged community located in the northeastern United States. We show that the modified version of the scale was reasonably reliable and valid, and suggest that the scale might be useful to researchers and practitioners interested in improved measurement of empowerment as well as the evaluation of interventions intended to promote youth development.
I hope you find this paper of interest to your journal.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Andrew
N. Andrew Peterson

Professor
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Rutgers University
